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reply to Hayne, and gave tlie South Carolinians
to understand that he would not endure treason,
but would enforce constitutional laws even though
he should be compelled to use bayonets to do it.
The Legislature of the recalcitrant State replied
in an offensive manner which only served to make
Jackson angry. He, too, began to say some pretty
violent things, and, as he generally meant what he
said, the gallant leaders of nullification and other
worthy people grew very uneasy. There can be
no doubt that the outlook was very threatening,
and the nullifiers were extremely likely to be the
first to suffer from the effects of the impending
storm.

Mr. Webster was in New Jersey, on his way to
Washington, when he first received the proclama-
tion, and at Philadelphia he met Mr. Clay, and
from a friend of that gentleman received a copy
of a bill which was to do away with the tariff by
gradual reductions, prevent the imposition of any
further duties, and which at the same time de-
clared against protection and in favor of a tariff
for revenue only. This headlong plunge into con-
cession and compromise was not at all to Mr.
Webster's taste. He was opposed to the scheme
for economical reasons, but still more on the far
higher ground that there was open resistance to
laws of undoubted constitutionality, and until that
resistance was crushed under foot any talk of
compromise was a blow at the national dignity